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1
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION TERMINAL

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a wireless communication
terminal.

Priority is claimed on Japanese Patent Application No.
2011-127279, filed Jun. 7, 2011, the content of which is
incorporated herein by reference.

2. Description of the Related Art

All patents, patent applications, patent publications, scien-
tific articles, and the like, which will hereinafter be cited or
identified in the present application, will hereby be incorpo-
rated by reference in their entirety in order to describe more
fully the state of the art to which the present invention per-
tains.

In the medical or healthcare field, approaches have been
actively made in which biological data is collected from the
surface of the human body or the inside of the body using a
terminal with various sensors, the biological data collected by
the terminal is transferred to a storage device and stored, and
the biological data stored in the storage device is used for
health management, disease diagnosis, medical treatment, or
the like. For this purpose, when the terminal for transferring
biological data is connected with the storage device through a
wired cable, the freedom of movement is restricted. Thus, itis
desirable to transmit biological data by wireless communica-
tion so that the terminal can be freely carried. This need is
high in the medical field, particularly, in implantable medical
devices.

Generally, an implantable medical device operates by elec-
tric power supplied from a battery. Thus, when a battery is
depleted and a voltage is lowered, it is necessary to exchange
the battery. Surgery is required to exchange a battery of an
implantable medical device. In this case, since the burden on
a patient is large, and an adverse effect such as an infection
may occur, it is desirable to avoid depletion of a battery to the
utmost. For this, studies on techniques of generating electric
power from vibrations, temperature differences, light, elec-
tromagnetic waves, or the like have been conducted. For
example, wireless communication systems such as a non-
contact integrated circuit (IC) tag system or an IC card system
in which a wireless transmitting unit transmitting data and a
wireless receiving unit having low power consumption which
is disposed separately from the wireless transmitting unit are
provided, and the wireless transmitting unit is activated based
on an activation signal received by the wireless receiving unit
have been known as examples of products in which a wireless
communication technique is combined with a technique of
generating electric power from an electromagnetic wave (for
example, see Japanese Unexamined Patent Application, First
Publication No. 2009-205205).

SUMMARY

According to the preferred embodiments of the present
invention, a wireless communication terminal capable of acti-
vating a wireless communication module when communica-
tionis started while reducing power consumption is provided.

A wireless communication terminal may include: a power
supply unit that supplies direct current (DC) power; a wireless
communication antenna; a wireless communication module
that transmits communication data to an external terminal
through the wireless communication antenna; an activation
signal output unit that converts an electromagnetic wave
received through the wireless communication antenna into
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DC power, and generates and outputs an activation signal if
the converted DC power is greater than or equal to a prede-
termined power value; and a control unit that performs con-
trol such that the DC power is supplied from the power supply
unit to the wireless communication module if the activation
signal is output from the activation signal output unit.

The activation signal output unit may include a rectifying
unit that converts the electromagnetic wave into the DC
power through rectification, and the activation signal output
unit may output the activation signal if the DC power con-
verted by the rectifying unit is greater than or equal to a
predetermined value.

The activation signal output unit may further include a
filter unit that extracts an electromagnetic wave of a specific
frequency band from the electromagnetic wave, and the rec-
tifying unit may rectify the extracted electromagnetic wave of
the frequency band.

The activation signal output unit may further include a
demodulating unit that demodulates an identifier transmitted
by using the electromagnetic wave, and the activation signal
output unit may output the activation signal when the identi-
fier demodulated by the demodulating unit is a predetermined
identifier.

The demodulating unit may operate by using the DC power
converted by the rectifying unit.

The activation signal output unit may further include a
demodulating unit that demodulates an identifier transmitted
by using the electromagnetic wave, and the activation signal
output unit may output the activation signal if the identifier
demodulated by the demodulating unit is a predetermined
identifier.

The demodulating unit may operate by using the DC power
converted by the rectifying unit.

The wireless communication terminal may be a terminal
installed inside a body.

The wireless communication terminal may be a terminal
installed outside a body.

According to the preferred embodiments of the present
invention, an activation signal output unit converts an elec-
tromagnetic wave received through a wireless communica-
tion antenna into direct current (DC) power, and generates
and outputs an activation signal when the converted DC
power is greater than or equal to a predetermined power value.
A control unit performs control such that the DC power is
supplied from the power supply unit to the wireless commu-
nication module when the activation signal is output from the
activation signal output unit. In other words, when an elec-
tromagnetic wave of a predetermined power value or more,
which is converted into the DC power, is received, the DC
power is supplied from the power supply unit to the wireless
communication module. Thus, power consumption can be
reduced, and the wireless communication module can be
activated when communication is started.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above features and advantages of the present invention
will be more apparent from the following description of cer-
tain preferred embodiments taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating a configuration of a
biological data monitoring system in accordance with a first
preferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of a
wireless sensing terminal in accordance with the first pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention;
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FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of a
data collecting terminal in accordance with the first preferred
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
activation signal output unit in accordance with the first pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
activation signal output unit in accordance with a second
preferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of a
data collecting terminal in accordance with a third preferred
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
activation signal output unit in accordance with the third
preferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
activation signal output unit in accordance with a fourth pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
activation signal output unit in accordance with a fifth pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of a
wireless sensing terminal in accordance with a sixth preferred
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 11 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of
the data collecting terminal in accordance with the sixth pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The present invention will be now described herein with
reference to illustrative preferred embodiments. Those
skilled in the art will recognize that many alternative pre-
ferred embodiments can be accomplished using the teaching
of the present invention and that the present invention is not
limited to the preferred embodiments illustrated for explana-

tory purpose.

First Preferred Embodiment

Hereinafter, a first preferred embodiment of the present
invention will be described with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings. FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating a con-
figuration of a biological data monitoring system in accor-
dance with the first preferred embodiment of the present
invention. The biological data monitoring system 1 includes a
wireless sensing terminal 10 and a data collecting terminal
20. The wireless sensing terminal 10 acquires biological data
such as blood pressure, pulse, electrocardiograph informa-
tion, heart rate, oxygen level in the blood, body temperature,
glycosuria, or blood glucose level from the surface of the
human body or the inside of the body using various sensors.
Further, the wireless sensing terminal 10 acquires device
status data representing a status of each part included in the
wireless sensing terminal 10 using various sensors. Further,
the wireless sensing terminal 10 wirelessly transmits the
acquired biological data and the device status data to the data
collecting terminal 20. The data collecting terminal 20 col-
lects and stores the biological data and the device status data
wirelessly transmitted from the wireless sensing terminal 10.
The wireless sensing terminal 10 is installed inside the body.
The data collecting terminal 20 is installed outside the body.

The first preferred embodiment of the present invention
will be described in connection with an example in which the
wireless sensing terminal 10 and the data collecting terminal
20 perform wireless communication in a one-to-one manner.
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However, the present invention can be applied even when the
wireless sensing terminal 10 and the data collecting terminal
20 perform wireless communication in a 1-to-N manner, an
M-to-1 manner, or an M-to-N manner (N and M are natural
numbers).

Next, a configuration of the wireless sensing terminal 10
will be described. FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a
configuration of the wireless sensing terminal 10 in accor-
dance with the first preferred embodiment of the present
invention. In the example of FIG. 2, the wireless sensing
terminal 10 includes a sensor unit 11, a holding unit 12, an
activation signal output unit 13, a control unit 14, a power
supply unit 15, a power supply switch unit 16, a wireless
communication unit 17 (a wireless communication module),
and an antenna 18 (a wireless communication antenna).

The sensor unit 11 is installed on the surface of the human
body or in the body, and acquires biological data by sensing,
for example, blood pressure, pulse, electrocardiograph infor-
mation, heart rate, oxygen level in the blood, body tempera-
ture, glycosuria, or blood glucose. Further, the sensor unit 11
acquires device status data by sensing a status of each part
included in the wireless sensing terminal 10 such as a voltage
of'the power supply unit 15. Hereinafter, the biological data or
the device status data acquired by the sensor unit 11 is referred
to as collection data. The sensor unit 11 outputs the collection
data to the holding unit 12.

The holding unit 12 acquires and holds the collection data
output from the sensor unit 11, and outputs the held collection
data to the wireless communication unit 17 under control of
the control unit 14. The activation signal output unit 13
receives an electromagnetic wave transmitted from the data
collecting terminal 20 through the antenna 18, and generates
an activation signal from the received electromagnetic wave.
Further, when the activation signal is generated, the activation
signal output unit 13 outputs the activation signal to the con-
trol unit 14. A detailed configuration of the activation signal
output unit 13 will be described later.

When the activation signal is input from the activation
signal output unit 13, the control unit 14 controls the holding
unit 12 such that the collection data held in the holding unit 12
is output to the wireless communication unit 17. Further,
when the activation signal is input from the activation signal
output unit 13, the control unit 14 controls the power supply
switch unit 16 such that electric power is supplied from the
power supply unit 15 to the wireless communication unit 17.
Further, after the wireless communication unit 17 completes
data transmission, the control unit 14 controls the power
supply switch unit 16 such that a supply of electric power
from the power supply unit 15 to the wireless communication
unit 17 is stopped.

The power supply unit 15 supplies electric power (DC
power) to the sensor unit 11, and supplies electric power to the
wireless communication unit 17 under control of the power
supply switch unit 16. The power supply switch unit 16 con-
trols a supply of electric power from the power supply unit 15
to the wireless communication unit 17 under control of the
control unit 14. The wireless communication unit 17 is sup-
plied with electric power from the power supply unit 15 and
then activated (starts an operation). Further, the wireless com-
munication unit 17 transmits the collection data input from
the holding unit 12 to the data collecting terminal 20 through
the antenna 18 using an electromagnetic wave.

Next, a configuration of the data collecting terminal 20 will
be described. FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration of the data collecting terminal 20 in accordance with
the first preferred embodiment of the present invention. In the
example of FIG. 3, the data collecting terminal 20 includes a
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wireless communication unit 21, a data processing unit 22q, a
storage unit 23, a display unit 24, and an antenna 25.

In order to start reception of the collection data from the
wireless sensing terminal 10, the wireless communication
unit 21 transmits a data request signal to the wireless sensing
terminal 10 through the antenna 25 using an electromagnetic
wave. The data request signal may be transmitted to the
wireless sensing terminal 10 at an arbitrary timing such as a
timing instructed by a user or a predetermined timing.

The wireless communication unit 21 receives the collec-
tion data transmitted from the wireless sensing terminal 10
using the electromagnetic wave through the antenna 25, and
outputs the received collection data to the data processing unit
22. The data processing unit 22 converts a data format of the
collection data input from the wireless communication unit
21 into a storage data format to generate storage data, and
outputs the generated storage data to the storage unit 23.
Further, the data processing unit 22 converts the collection
data input from the wireless communication unit 21 into
display data such as text or an image, and outputs the con-
verted display data to the display unit 24. The storage unit 23
stores the storage data input from the data processing unit 22.
The display unit 24 displays the display data input from the
data processing unit 22. Through this configuration, the data
collecting terminal 20 can cause the collection data transmit-
ted from the wireless sensing terminal 10 to be displayed on
the display unit 24 and to be stored in the storage unit 23.

Next, a configuration of the activation signal output unit 13
included in the wireless sensing terminal 10 will be described.
FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of the
activation signal output unit 13 in accordance with the first
preferred embodiment of the present invention. In the
example of FIG. 4, the activation signal output unit 13
includes a rectifying unit 131 and an activating unit 132. The
rectifying unit 131 receives the electromagnetic wave trans-
mitted from the data collecting terminal 20 through the
antenna 18. Then, the rectifying unit 131 rectifies the received
electromagnetic wave to be converted into a DC voltage, and
outputs the converted DC voltage to the activating unit 132.
The activating unit 132 operates using the DC voltage input
from the rectifying unit 131. Further, the activating unit 132
monitors a level of the DC voltage input from the rectifying
unit 131, and outputs the activation signal when the DC
voltage is greater than or equal to a predetermined threshold
value. In this way, when the electromagnetic wave used to
transmit the data request signal is received from the data
collecting terminal 20, the activation signal output unit 13
outputs the activation signal. The predetermined threshold
value may be a fixed value or may be arbitrarily set according
to an environment.

As described above, in order to start reception of the col-
lection data from the wireless sensing terminal 10, the data
collecting terminal 20 transmits the data request signal to the
wireless sensing terminal 10 using the electromagnetic wave.
Further, the rectifying unit 131 included in the activation
signal output unit 13 of the wireless sensing terminal 10
converts the electromagnetic wave used to transmit the data
request signal into the DC voltage through rectification. Fur-
ther, the activating unit 132 included in the activation signal
output unit 13 outputs the activation signal when the DC
voltage converted by the rectifying unit 131 is greater than or
equal to a predetermined threshold value. Further, when the
activating unit 132 outputs the activation signal, the control
unit 14 controls the holding unit 12 such that the collection
data held in the holding unit 12 is output to the wireless
communication unit 17. Further, when the activation signal
output unit 13 outputs the activation signal, the control unit 14
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controls the power supply switch unit 16 such that electric
power is supplied from the power supply unit 15 to the wire-
less communication unit 17. Further, when the collection data
is input from the holding unit 12, the wireless communication
unit 17 transmits the collection data to the data collecting
terminal 20 through the antenna 18 using the electromagnetic
wave using electric power supplied from the power supply
unit 15. After the wireless communication unit 17 completes
transmission of the collection data, the control unit 14 con-
trols the power supply switch unit 16 such that a supply of
electric power from the power supply unit 15 to the wireless
communication unit 17 is stopped. When a supply of electric
power from the power supply unit 15 is stopped, the wireless
communication unit 17 stops its operation.

As described above, the wireless sensing terminal 10 gen-
erates the activation signal from the electromagnetic wave,
which is used to transmit the data request signal, transmitted
from the data collecting terminal 20. Then, the wireless sens-
ing terminal 10 supplies electric power to the wireless com-
munication unit 17 based on the generated activation signal
and thereby activates the wireless communication unit 17.
Accordingly, the wireless sensing terminal 10 can activate the
wireless communication unit 17 when communication is
started while further reducing power consumption. Further,
since the wireless sensing terminal 10 activates the wireless
communication unit 17 when communication is started,
power consumption at the time of standby can be reduced, and
depletion of the power supply unit 15 can be suppressed.

Second Preferred Embodiment

Next, a second preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to the accompanying
drawings. A biological body monitoring system in accor-
dance with the second preferred embodiment of the present
invention includes a wireless sensing terminal and a data
collecting terminal similarly to the first preferred embodi-
ment. The second preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion is different from the first preferred embodiment in a
configuration of an activation signal output unit included in
the wireless sensing terminal. The remaining configuration of
the wireless sensing terminal in accordance with the second
preferred embodiment of the present invention is the same as
in the first preferred embodiment. The data collecting termi-
nal in the second preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion has the same configuration as the data collecting terminal
20 in the first preferred embodiment.

Next, a configuration of an activation signal output unit
included in the wireless sensing terminal will be described.
FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
activation signal output unit 33 in accordance with the second
preferred embodiment of the present invention. In the
example of FIG. 5, the activation signal output unit 33
includes a filter unit 331, a rectifying unit 131, and an acti-
vating unit 132. The filter unit 331 receives electromagnetic
waves transmitted from the outside through the antenna 18,
and outputs only an electromagnetic wave of a predetermined
frequency band among the received electromagnetic waves to
the rectifying unit 131. The predetermined frequency band
includes a frequency band of an electromagnetic wave, which
is used to transmit the data request signal, transmitted from
the data collecting terminal. Accordingly, it is possible to
prevent an electromagnetic wave transmitted from a terminal
other than the data collecting terminal from being input to the
rectifying unit 131.

The rectifying unit 131 rectifies the electromagnetic wave
input from the filter unit 331 to be converted into a DC
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voltage, and outputs the converted DC voltage to the activat-
ing unit 132. The activating unit 132 is the same as the
activating unit 132 in the first preferred embodiment.

As described above, since the activation signal output unit
33 of the wireless sensing terminal includes the filter unit 331,
the activation signal output unit 33 can suppress an interfer-
ence signal or an electromagnetic wave having a frequency
band different from a frequency band of the electromagnetic
wave used to transmit the data request signal and then output
the activation signal for activating the wireless communica-
tion unit 17. Thus, when the data collecting terminal is not
located nearby, the wireless sensing terminal can prevent the
wireless communication unit 17 from being erroneously acti-
vated by an interference signal or an electromagnetic wave
transmitted from a terminal other than the data collecting
terminal, and can further reduce depletion of a battery.

Third Preferred Embodiment

Next, a third preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to the accompanying
drawings. A biological body monitoring system in accor-
dance with the third preferred embodiment of the present
invention includes a wireless sensing terminal and a data
collecting terminal similarly to the first preferred embodi-
ment. FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of
a data collecting terminal 60 in accordance with the third
preferred embodiment of the present invention. In the
example of FIG. 6, the data collecting terminal 60 includes a
wireless communication unit 21, a data processing unit 22, a
storage unit 23, a display unit 24, an antenna 25, and an 1D
modulating unit 61.

The data processing unit 22, the storage unit 23, the display
unit 24, and the antenna 25 are the same as in the first pre-
ferred embodiment. In order to start reception of the collec-
tion data from the wireless sensing terminal, the wireless
communication unit 21 transmits the data request signal to the
wireless sensing terminal through the antenna 25 using the
electromagnetic wave, and outputs a communication start
instruction signal to the ID modulating unit 61. The ID modu-
lating unit 61 receives the communication start instruction
signal from the wireless communication unit 21, and modu-
lates ID information (identifier) uniquely specifying the wire-
less sensing terminal that is a communication partner to gen-
erate an ID modulation signal. Then, the ID modulating unit
61 transmits the ID modulation signal to the wireless sensing
terminal using the electromagnetic wave having the same
frequency band as the electromagnetic wave used to transmit
the data request signal through the antenna 25.

Next, a configuration of an activation signal output unit
included in the wireless sensing terminal will be described.
FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
activation signal output unit 53 in accordance with the third
preferred embodiment of the present invention. In the
example of FIG. 7, the activation signal output unit 53
includes a rectifying unit 131, an activating unit 132, and an
1D demodulating unit 531 (a demodulating unit).

The rectifying unit 131 receives the electromagnetic wave,
which is used to transmit ID modulation signal and the data
request signal, transmitted from the data collecting terminal
60 through the antenna 18. Then, the rectifying unit 131
rectifies the received electromagnetic wave to be converted
into a DC voltage, and outputs the converted DC voltage to
the activating unit 132 and the ID demodulating unit 531. The
ID demodulating unit 531 operates using the DC voltage
input from the rectifying unit 131. The ID demodulating unit
531 receives the ID modulation signal transmitted from the
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data collecting terminal 60 through the antenna 18. Further,
the ID demodulating unit 531 demodulates the received 1D
modulation signal and acquires ID information. The ID
demodulating unit 531 compares the acquired ID information
with predetermined ID information uniquely specifying its
own terminal. Then, when the two pieces of ID information
are found to match each other as a result of a comparison, the
1D modulating unit 61 outputs ID matching information rep-
resenting that the two pieces of ID information match each
other to the activating unit 132. However, when the two pieces
of ID information are not found to match each other as a result
of'a comparison, the ID modulating unit 61 does not output
the ID matching information.

The activating unit 132 operates using the DC voltage input
from the rectifying unit 131. Further, when the ID matching
information is input from the ID modulating unit 61, the
activating unit 132 monitors a level of the DC voltage con-
verted by the rectifying unit 131. Then, when the DC voltage
is greater than or equal to a predetermined threshold value, the
activating unit 132 outputs the activation signal.

As described above, the activation signal output unit 53 of
the wireless sensing terminal includes the ID demodulating
unit 531 and thus outputs the ID matching information to the
activating unit 132 only when the received ID information
matches the ID information uniquely specifying its own ter-
minal. Further, only when the ID matching information is
input from the ID demodulating unit 531, the activating unit
132 monitors the level of the DC voltage converted by the
rectifying unit 131. Then, when the monitored DC voltage is
greater than or equal to the predetermined threshold value, the
activating unit 132 outputs the activation signal. Thus, when
the ID information uniquely specifying its own terminal is not
received, the wireless sensing terminal does not activate the
wireless communication unit 17. Therefore, power consump-
tion can be further reduced, and depletion of a battery can be
further suppressed.

Fourth Preferred Embodiment

Next, a fourth preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to the accompanying
drawings. A biological body monitoring system in accor-
dance with the fourth preferred embodiment of the present
invention includes a wireless sensing terminal and a data
collecting terminal, similarly to the third preferred embodi-
ment. The fourth preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion is different from the third preferred embodiment in a
configuration of an activation signal output unit included in
the wireless sensing terminal. The remaining configurations
of the wireless sensing terminal in the fourth preferred
embodiment of the present invention are the same as in the
third preferred embodiment. The data collecting terminal in
the fourth preferred embodiment of the present invention has
the same configuration as the data collecting terminal in the
third preferred embodiment.

Next, a configuration of an activation signal output unit
included in the wireless sensing terminal will be described.
FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
activation signal output unit 73 in accordance with the fourth
preferred embodiment of the present invention. In the
example of FIG. 8, the activation signal output unit 73
includes a filter unit 331, a rectifying unit 131, an activating
unit 132, and an ID demodulating unit 531. The filter unit 331
receives electromagnetic waves transmitted from the outside
through the antenna 18, and outputs only an electromagnetic
wave of a predetermined frequency band among the received
electromagnetic waves to the rectifying unit 131 and the ID
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demodulating unit 531. The predetermined frequency band
includes a frequency band of an electromagnetic wave, which
is used to transmit the data request signal and the ID modu-
lation signal, transmitted from the data collecting terminal.
Accordingly, it is possible to prevent an electromagnetic
wave transmitted from a terminal other than the data collect-
ing terminal from being input to the rectifying unit 131 and
the ID demodulating unit 531.

The rectifying unit 131 rectifies the electromagnetic wave
input from the filter unit 331 to be converted into a DC
voltage, and outputs the converted DC voltage to the activat-
ing unit 132 and the ID demodulating unit 531. The activating
unit 132 and the ID demodulating unit 531 are the same as in
the third preferred embodiment.

As described above, since the activation signal output unit
73 of the wireless sensing terminal includes the filter unit 331,
the activation signal output unit 73 can suppress an interfer-
ence signal or an electromagnetic wave having a frequency
band different from a frequency band of the electromagnetic
wave used to transmit the data request signal and the ID
modulation signal and then demodulate the ID modulation
signal.

Further, the activation signal output unit 73 of the wireless
sensing terminal includes the ID demodulating unit 531 and
thus outputs the ID matching information to the activating
unit 132 only when the received ID information matches the
1D information uniquely specifying its own terminal. Further,
only when the ID matching information is input from the ID
demodulating unit 531, the activating unit 132 monitors the
level of the DC voltage converted by the rectifying unit 131.
Then, when the monitored DC voltage is greater than or equal
to the predetermined threshold value, the activating unit 132
outputs the activation signal. Thus, when the ID information
uniquely specitying its own terminal is not received, the wire-
less sensing terminal does not activate the wireless commu-
nication unit 17, and so power consumption can be further
reduced, and depletion of a battery can be further suppressed.

Fifth Preferred Embodiment

Next, a fifth preferred embodiment of the present invention
will be described with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings. A biological body monitoring system in accordance
with the fifth preferred embodiment of the present invention
includes a wireless sensing terminal and a data collecting
terminal, similarly to the fourth preferred embodiment. The
fifth preferred embodiment of the present invention is difter-
ent from the fourth preferred embodiment in the position of'a
filter unit included in an activation signal output unit. The
remaining configurations of the wireless sensing terminal in
the fifth preferred embodiment of the present invention are
the same as in the fourth preferred embodiment. The data
collecting terminal in the fifth preferred embodiment of the
present invention has the same configuration as the data col-
lecting terminal in the fourth preferred embodiment.

Next, a configuration of an activation signal output unit
included in the wireless sensing terminal will be described.
FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
activation signal output unit 93 in accordance with the fifth
preferred embodiment of the present invention. In the
example of FIG. 9, the activation signal output unit 93
includes a filter unit 331, a rectifying unit 131, an activating
unit 132, and an ID demodulating unit 531. The filter unit 331
receives electromagnetic waves transmitted from the outside
through the antenna 18, and outputs only an electromagnetic
wave of a predetermined frequency band among the received
electromagnetic waves to the ID demodulating unit 531. The
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predetermined frequency band includes a frequency band of
an electromagnetic wave, which is used to transmit the data
request signal and the ID modulation signal, transmitted from
the data collecting terminal. Accordingly, it is possible to
prevent an electromagnetic wave transmitted from a terminal
other than the data collecting terminal from being input to the
ID demodulating unit 531.

The rectifying unit 131 receives the electromagnetic wave
transmitted from the data collecting terminal through the
antenna 18. The rectifying unit 131 rectifies the received
electromagnetic wave to be converted into a DC voltage, and
outputs the converted DC voltage to the activating unit 132
and the ID demodulating unit 531. The activating unit 132 and
the ID demodulating unit 531 are the same as in the fourth
preferred embodiment.

As described above, since the activation signal output unit
93 of the wireless sensing terminal includes the filter unit 331,
the activation signal output unit 93 can suppress an interfer-
ence signal or an electromagnetic wave having a frequency
band different from a frequency band of the electromagnetic
wave used to transmit the data request signal and the ID
modulation signal and then demodulate the ID modulation
signal.

Further, the activation signal output unit 93 of the wireless
sensing terminal includes the ID demodulating unit 531 and
thus outputs the ID matching information to the activating
unit 132 only when the received ID information matches the
1D information uniquely specifying its own terminal. Further,
only when the ID matching information is input from the ID
demodulating unit 531, the activating unit 132 monitors the
level of the DC voltage converted by the rectifying unit 131.
Then, when the monitored DC voltage is greater than or equal
to the predetermined threshold value, the activating unit 132
outputs the activation signal. Thus, when the ID information
uniquely specifying its own terminal is not received, the wire-
less sensing terminal does not activate the wireless commu-
nication unit 17. Therefore, power consumption can be fur-
ther reduced, and depletion of a battery can be further
suppressed.

Further, in the activation signal output unit 93 of the wire-
less sensing terminal, the filter unit 331 is not disposed
between the antenna 18 and the rectifying unit 131. Thus, the
electromagnetic waves including an interference signal or an
electromagnetic wave transmitted from a terminal other than
the data collecting terminal may be rectified and converted
into a DC voltage. Accordingly, more DC voltage may be
supplied to the activating unit 132 and the ID demodulating
unit 531.

Sixth Preferred Embodiment

Next, a sixth preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to the accompanying
drawings. A biological body monitoring system in accor-
dance with the sixth preferred embodiment of the present
invention includes a wireless sensing terminal and a data
collecting terminal similarly to the first preferred embodi-
ment. In the first to fifth preferred embodiments, by transmit-
ting the data request signal from the data collecting terminal
to the wireless sensing terminal using the electromagnetic
wave, the wireless communication unit of the wireless sens-
ing terminal is activated. However, in a sixth preferred
embodiment of the present invention, by transmitting the
collection data from the wireless sensing terminal to the data
collecting terminal using the electromagnetic wave, the wire-
less communication unit of the data collecting terminal is
activated.
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Next, a configuration of the wireless sensing terminal will
be described. FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating a con-
figuration of a wireless sensing terminal 100 in accordance
with the sixth preferred embodiment of the present invention.
In the example of FIG. 10, the wireless sensing terminal 100
includes a sensor unit 11, a holding unit 12, a power supply
unit 15, a wireless communication unit 17, and an antenna 18.

The sensor unit 11 is the same as the sensor unit 11 in the
first preferred embodiment. The holding unit 12 acquires and
holds the collection data output from the sensor unit 11, and
outputs the held collection data to the wireless communica-
tion unit 17. The wireless communication unit 17 transmits
the collection data to the data collecting terminal through the
antenna 18 using an electromagnetic wave. The wireless com-
munication unit 17 may transmit the collection data to the
wireless sensing terminal at an arbitrary timing such as a
timing instructed by a user or a predetermined timing.

Next, a configuration of a data collecting terminal 110 will
be described. FIG. 11 is a block diagram illustrating a con-
figuration of the data collecting terminal 110 in accordance
with the sixth preferred embodiment of the present invention.
In the example of FIG. 11, the data collecting terminal 110
includes a wireless communication unit 21 (a wireless com-
munication module), a data processing unit 22, a storage unit
23, a display unit 24, an antenna 25 (a wireless communica-
tion antenna), an activation signal output unit 111, a control
unit 112, a power supply unit 113, and a power supply switch
unit 114.

The activation signal output unit 111 rectifies an electro-
magnetic wave transmitted from the wireless sensing termi-
nal 100 through the antenna 25 to be converted into a DC
voltage. When the converted DC voltage is greater than or
equal to a predetermined threshold value, the activation signal
output unit 111 generates an activation signal and outputs the
activation signal to the control unit 112. When the activation
signal is input from the activation signal output unit 111, the
control unit 112 controls the power supply switch unit 114
such that electric power is supplied from the power supply
unit 113 to the wireless communication unit 21. After the
wireless communication unit 21 completes reception of data,
the control unit 112 controls the power supply switch unit 114
such that a supply of electric power from the power supply
unit 113 to the wireless communication unit 21 is stopped.

The power supply unit 113 supplies electric power to the
wireless communication unit 21 under control of the power
supply switch unit 114. The power supply switch unit 114
controls a supply of electrical power from the power supply
unit 113 to the wireless communication unit 21 under control
of the control unit 112. The wireless communication unit 21
is supplied with electrical power from the power supply unit
113 and then activated (starts its operation). The wireless
communication unit 21 receives the collection data transmit-
ted from the wireless sensing terminal 100 using the electro-
magnetic wave through the antenna 25. The wireless commu-
nication unit 21 outputs the received collection data to the
data processing unit 22. The data processing unit 22, the
storage unit 23, and the display unit 24 are the same as in the
first preferred embodiment.

As described above, the activation signal outputunit 111 of
the data collecting terminal 110 rectifies the electromagnetic
wave transmitted from the wireless sensing terminal 100 to be
converted into the DC voltage. Further, when the converted
DC voltage is greater than or equal to a predetermined thresh-
old value, the activation signal output unit 111 outputs the
activation signal. Further, when the activation signal output
unit 111 outputs the activation signal, the control unit 112
controls the power supply switch unit 114 such that electric
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power is supplied from the power supply unit 113 to the
wireless communication unit 21. Further, the wireless com-
munication unit 21 is supplied with electrical power from the
power supply unit 113 and then activated (starts its opera-
tion). Further, the wireless communication unit 21 receives
the collection data transmitted from the wireless sensing ter-
minal 100 using electric power supplied from the power sup-
ply unit 113. Further, after the wireless communication unit
21 completes reception of the collection data, the control unit
112 stops a supply of electric power from the power supply
unit 113 to the wireless communication unit 21. Further,
when a supply of electric power from the power supply unit
113 is stopped, the wireless communication unit 21 stops its
operation.

As described above, the data collecting terminal 110 gen-
erates the activation signal from the electromagnetic wave,
which is used to transmit the collection data, transmitted from
the wireless sensing terminal 100. Then, the data collecting
terminal 110 supplies electric power to the wireless commu-
nication unit 21 based on the generated activation signal and
thereby activates the wireless communication unit 21.
Accordingly, the data collecting terminal 110 can activate the
wireless communication unit 21 when communication is
started while further reducing power consumption. Further,
since the data collecting terminal 110 activates the wireless
communication unit 21 when communication is started,
power consumption at the time of standby can be reduced, and
depletion of the power supply unit 113 can be suppressed.

While preferred embodiments of the present invention
have been described and illustrated above, it should be under-
stood that these are examples of the present invention and are
not to be considered as limiting. Additions, omissions, sub-
stitutions, and other modifications can be made without
departing from the scope of the present invention.

For example, in the first to sixth preferred embodiments,
the wireless sensing terminal and the data collecting terminal
perform wireless communication in a one-to-one manner.
However, the present invention can be applied even when the
wireless sensing terminal and the data collecting terminal
perform wireless communication in a 1-to-N manner, an
M-to-1 manner, or an M-to-N manner (N and M are natural
numbers).

Accordingly, the present invention is not to be considered
as being limited by the foregoing description, and is only
limited by the scope of the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A wireless communication terminal comprising:

a battery that supplies a first direct current (DC) power;

a wireless communication antenna;

a wireless communication module that transmits commu-
nication data to an external terminal through the wireless
communication antenna;

an activation signal output unit that converts an electro-
magnetic wave received through the wireless communi-
cation antenna into a second direct current (DC) power,
and generates and outputs an activation signal if the
converted second DC power is greater than or equal to a
predetermined power value; and

a control unit that performs control such that the first DC
power is supplied from the battery to the wireless com-
munication module if the activation signal is output from
the activation signal output unit,

wherein only the first DC power is used power the wireless
communication module.

2. The wireless communication terminal according to

claim 1, wherein the activation signal output unit comprises a
rectifying unit that converts the electromagnetic wave into the
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second DC power through rectification, and the activation
signal output unit outputs the activation signal if the second
DC power converted by the rectifying unit is greater than or
equal to a predetermined value.

3. The wireless communication terminal according to
claim 2, wherein the activation signal output unit further
comprises a filter unit that extracts only an electromagnetic
wave of a specific frequency band from the electromagnetic
wave, and the rectifying unit rectifies only the extracted elec-
tromagnetic wave of the frequency band, and outputs the
activation signal if the second DC power of only the extracted
electromagnetic wave of the frequency band becomes greater
than or equal to a predetermined power value.

4. The wireless communication terminal according to
claim 3, wherein the activation signal output unit further
comprises a demodulating unit that demodulates an identifier
transmitted by using the electromagnetic wave, and the acti-
vation signal output unit outputs the activation signal only
when the identifier demodulated by the demodulating unit is
a predetermined identifier.

5. The wireless communication terminal according to
claim 4, wherein the demodulating unit operates by using the
second DC power converted by the rectifying unit.
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6. The wireless communication terminal according to
claim 2, wherein the activation signal output unit further
comprises a demodulating unit that demodulates an identifier
transmitted by using the electromagnetic wave, and the acti-
vation signal output unit outputs the activation signal if the
identifier demodulated by the demodulating unit is a prede-
termined identifier.

7. The wireless communication terminal according to
claim 6, wherein the demodulating unit operates by using the
second DC power converted by the rectifying unit.

8. The wireless communication terminal according to
claim 1, wherein the wireless communication terminal is a
terminal installed inside a body.

9. The wireless communication terminal according to
claim 1, wherein the wireless communication terminal is a
terminal installed outside a body.

10. The wireless communication terminal according to
claim 1, wherein the control unit controls such that a supply of
the first DC power from the battery to the wireless commu-
nication module is stopped after the wireless communication
module completes data transmission of the communication
data to the external terminal.
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